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Remarks 

Recojisideration is requested in view of the above amendments and the following 
remarks. Claims U 2, 4, 6, 8-12, 14, 15, 17 and 20-22 are amended. Claims 7, 26 and 27 are 
canceled wit})out prejudice or disclaimer. New claim 28 is added. Claims 1-6, 8-25 and 28 are 
pending. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite the input mechanism, a plurality of leafing 
mechanisms, a plurahty of personalization mechanisms, and the airangi^ment of the leafing and 
personahzation mechanisms. The amendments are supported by the original disclosure, for 
example page 5, line 25 to page 6, line 1; page 7, lines 4-5; and Figures 1-2. 

Claims 2, 4, 6, 8-12, 14, and 15 have been amended as a result of the amendments to 
claim 1 and to improve their form. 

Claim 17 has been amended to recite first and second leafing mechanisms for turning to 
first and second pages. The amendments are supported by the original disclosure, for example 
page 5, line 25 to page 6, line 1 and Figures 1-2. 

Claims 20-22 have been amended as a resuh of the amendments to claim 1 and to 
improve their fono. 

New claim 28 is supported by the original disclosure, for example page 6, lines 29 to 
page 7, line 3. 

No new matter has been entered. 

Cl aim Objections 

Claims 26 and 27 are objected to for the informalities of record. Claims 26 and 27 have 
been canceled. Withdrawal of the objection is requested. 

Cl aim RejccrioD 

riaims 1 -27 are rejected under 35 USC 10 2(b) as being anticipated by EP 364,730. 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection, and reconsideration is requested m view or me 
following. 

Claims 1, 17 and 28 each recite a plurality of leafing mechanisms. EP 364,730 discloses 
using only a single page turning mechanism (see, e.g.. Figures 4 and 6). For the benefit of the 
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Exa^er. a translation of EP 364.730 is enclosed. Absent a disclosure of a plurality of leafing 
mochanisms, EP 364,730 does not anticipate the claims. 

Nor does EP 364,730 disclose the use of multiple leafing mech^misms as elainied. 

As disclosed. Applicant's system is designed to achieve high raie, high volume 
production of documents such as passports (page 2, lines 1-1 1). One way to achieve this is to 
reduce the transport times of the document within the system. By utilizing multiple leafing 
xnechanisms, with a leafing mechanism upstream of at least two personalization modules, the 
need to reverse direction of the document to feed the document back to a leafing mechanism 
after personalization by one mechanism is minimized md/or eliminated. Instead, after 
personalization by one personalization mechanism, if the document is to be personalized on a 
new page, the document is fed to a second leafmg mechanism for turning to the correct page. 
The docmnent does not need to be reversed to be fed back to a common leafmg mechanism. The 
result is a reduction in the transport time of the document in the system, which results in faster 
production. 

The apparatus in EP 364,730 includes an opening device A, a laser 
personahzation/printer mechanism S4'. and a shutting device S (Figure 4). The mechanism S4" is 
disclosed as being a combination laser mechanism and printer, or the hiser mechanism and the 
printer could be separate (see page 9, hnes 1-3 of the enclosed translation). In another 
embodiment, apage opening/turning device SW is provided, as is a laser mechanism S4' (Figure 
6). In this embodiment, the passport is transported back and forth between the device SW and 
the laser S4' in order to personalize different pages (see page 9, lines 12-18 of the translation). 

As should be apparent from the disclosure in EP 364,730, after personaUzing one page, if 
a uewpage needs to be personalized, the passport must be transponed back to the page turning 
mechanism to turn to the proper page, and then transported once again to the personalization 
mechanism. Because the passport must reverse direction in the transport path, the transport 
mechanism must be constructed to be reversible in or der to achieve the reverse passport 
movement. Designing a transport mechanism to be reversiDie cc 

the transport mechanism. Further, the reverse movements increase the transport travel distance 
of die passport during the personalization procedure, which increases the transport time of the 
passport within the system, which decreases the rate of personalization of the passport. 
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The claimed airangement eliminates the need to reverse directioa of the document, which 
results in an increase in production rate and volume. 

For at lea^ these reasons, the claims axe patentable over EP 364.730. Withdrawal of the 

rejection is requested. 

Conciusion 

Applicants believe that the claims now pending in this patent application are in condition 
for allowance. Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. If a telephone conference 
wouldbe helpful in resolving any issa« eoncerr.ing *is communicatioa, the Examiner is invited 
to telephone the undersigned at the number provided below. 



Respectfiilly submitted, 

MERCHAlSrr & GOULD P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapohs, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) ^2-5300 
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S/N 09/768,449 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
KREUTER ET AL. Examiner: ST. CYR 

09/768,449 Group Art Unit: 2876 

JANUARY 24, 2001 Docket No.: 2968.204USU1 



PATENT 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
Tiile: 



PASSPORT PRODUCTION SYSTEM AND METHOD 



IVtarked-Up Copv Showing Chanees Made 
In the Claims 

Claims 7, 26 and 27 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 8-12, 14, 15, 17, and 20-22 have been amended as follows. 



1 . (Amended) A system for personalizing a multiple page, bound document, 

comprising: 

an input mechanism constructed to receive a plurality of the bo und documents; 

a plurality of leafing [mechanism] mechanisms disposed downstream fro m said input 
mechanism, each said leafing mechanism [constmcted to receive the bound document in an open 
or closed configuration, said leafing mechanism] including an apparatus for turning pages of the 
document; and 

a plurality of personalization [mechanism] mechanisms dispose d downstream from said 
io out mechanism, each said personalization mechanism capable of performing a personalization 
operation on a page of the documentit, said personalization mechanism, disposed eitha- 
downstream or upstream from said leafing mechanism] 

wherein said leafing mechanisms and said personalization mec hanisms are arranged so 
th at for at least two of said personalization mechanisms, there is one s aid leafing mechanism 
unstream ot each otsaid Iwu pei-aonaligatioT ' mprhaTucmfi 



2. (Amended) The syston of claim 1, wherein at least one of said two 

pcrsonahzation [mechanism] mechanisms comprises a laser personalizing module that includes a 
"la ser for-laser-pecsonalizing.a.page of the bound document. 
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4 (Amended) The system of claim 1, [further including an 

wl^eroin said input mechanism is configured to hold [a plurality of] fee bound documents in [the] 
a c losed conl'iguration. 

6. (Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of said two 
personalization [mechanism] mghanisms comprises a printer [module] mechanism , that is 
configured to perform printing on a selected page of the bomid document. 

8. (Amended) The system of ciaim [7] 6, v/hereii! [said second leafing 
mechanism is disposed in] said printer [module] mechanism and one o l said leafing mechanisms 
ar a combined into a single module . 

9. (Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein said printer [module] mechani s m 
includes a print head [downstream from said leaiing mechanism], and further including a 
recirculating mechanism for reciiculating the bound document [back to said leafing mechanism] 
to a location n pstream of the print head after printing by the print head. 

10. (Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein said printer [module] mechanism 
includes an ink jet printer. 

1 1 . (Amended) The system of claim 1, finther including a closing mechanism 
[associated mth at least one of said leafing mechanism and said personalization mechanism] for 
closing the bound document. 

12. (Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein atlgastoneof said plurality of 
rmechanism] mechanisms comprises an integrated circuit chip module. 



14. (Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein ^JeasLoneof said leafing 
[mechanism] mechanisms is configuied to pass the document therethrough without turning a 
page of the document. 
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15. (Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein atjeast oae of said personalization 
[mechanism] mechanisms is configured to pass the document therethrough without performing 
[tiie] a personalization operation. 

17. (Amended) A method of personalizing a multiple page, bound document, 
CQm.pnsing: 

inputting abound document [in an open or closed configuration] into a &st leafing 
mechanism; 

turning to a first preselected page flsing die Srst legfipg mechanism; 
inputting the document into a firet personalization mechanism; [and] 
performing a personalization operation on tlie first preselected page[.]ijrad 
iTiputtin ^ the bound document into a second leafing mechanism, and tumins to a se cond 
pr eselected page. 

20. (Amended) The method of claim 1 7, wherein an input mechanism containing a 
pluraUty of the [closed,] bound documents is located upstream of said fiiit leafing mechanism, 
and fiirther including mechanically picking a bound document &om the input mechanism and 
inputting the picked document into the first leafing mechanism. 

21 . (Amended) The method of claim 17, [wherein an output mechanism is 
disposed downstream of the personalization mechanism, and] further including [receiving] 
discharging a personalized bound document [in the] into an output mechanism. 

22. (Amended) The method of claim 1 7, further including inputting the document 
into [an additional leafing] a second personalization mechanism, and [opening the document to 
annttiCT p r edetermined page, and prin ting on said another predetermined page] performing a 
personalization operation on the second preselected page ! 

New claim 28 has been added. 
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European Patent Application 0 364 730 

Applicant GAO Gesellschaft fQr Automation und Organisation mbH 
Application Number. 89116792.6 
Filing Date: September 1 1 , 1 989 

THle: Method and apparatus for manufacturing an identification document in 
book form 

During the manufacture of passports comprising several paper sheets and a data 
sheet coated with transparent plastic foils, person-related data such as name, place 
of birth and date of birth of the passport owner are burnt into the internal paper sheet 
of the already plasticcoated data sheet by means of a laser beam. The passport can 
be bound to fomi a book before the plastic-coated data sheet and other paper data 
sheets ^xe provided with data relating to the passport owner. 



The invention relates to a method for manufacturing an identification document in 
book form, e.g. a passport, and to an apparatus for performing said method. 

Passports usually have the fomi of a small booklet consisting of a linen or plastic 
cover and. in general, a plurality of paper sheets. For increasing the safety against 
forgery it has lately been adopted to provide at least the page of the passport which 
contains the photographically applied, person-related data such as name, date of 
birth, photograph, signature etc. with a transparent plastic foil so as to prevent said 
data from being directly accessible. 



Moreover, a pattern is imprinted into the surface of the laminated plastic foil and the 
name of the passport owner is brought in once more, namely in the fomn of an 
engraving produced by a laser beam. Other pages of the passport contain, for 
instance, data printed by a matrix printer as well as a punched registration number. 
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The plastic coating of the data slieet renders the manufacture laborious, and 
particularly entails that already personalized documents have to be reproduced in a 
complicated manner, if. for example, defects in the lamination or impression have 
occurred. As the lamination, the imprinting of the surface of the laminated data sheet 
and the engraving of the name in the photograph section by means of a laser beam 
can only take place after the person-related data (name, place of birth etc.) have 
been applied photographically, said reproduction of faulty passports makes it 
necessary that the personal data are made available once more. Only then can the 
eorrectly prepared data sheet be bound to forni a book together with additional paper 
sheets and a cover made of plastic, linen or another materiai- 

When binding identification documents consisting of several sheets with respectively 
different person-related data. It must moreover be ensured that the data sheets for a 
specific passport provided by the various work stations are correctly allocated in the 
binding station. Said allocation is even harder to control the more voluminous the 
preparatory operations for preparing the different data sheets containing the person- 
related data are. 

It is the object of the invention to provide a method for manufacturing an identification 
document in book form, whereby the manufacture is easy in performance and 
involves as little waste as possible, whereby there are practically no problems in 
associating the data sheets belonging to an identification document and whereby the 
person-related data such as name, photograph, signature etc. can be brought in in a 
forgery-safe manner. Furthermore, an apparatus for performing said method is 
provided. 

Said object is provided by the invention described in claim 1 and claim 4. 



In contrast to the above-described known methodsTaccording to which iUit peisun- 
related data are applied photographically before the data sheet Is laminated and 
bound with other sheets, the invention provides that the data sheet is coated with the 
transparent plastic foil first, and only th n are the person-related data burnt into the 
data sheet^means of a laseTbeamrAccording-to-a-preferred-embodiment the 



Received from < 6123329081 > at 10115/02 11:30:00 AM [Eastern Daylight Tune] 



s 



OCT-15-02 10:30AM FROM-Merchant i Gould 2 



6123329081 



1-220 P. 01 5/024 F-509 



binding of the laminated data sheet with the other non-laminated sheets is likewise 
performed prior to the inscription of the person-related data. 

The method according to the invention and according to the preferred embodiment 
thus permits the incorporation of the person-related data into the completely finished 
passport already traund to form a book. The production of the passport, i.e. the 
preparation of the individual sheets, the lamination, the impression and the binding is 
a process completely separate from the passport personalization process, i.e. 
incorporation of the person-related data. The production of the passport and the final 
control can, therefore, take place in corresponding special Vr'orkshops, so that only 
passports of high quality are subjected to the personalization. The passport 
personalization may be perfonmed in any optional location, for example, locally in 
corresponding personalization stations. 

The method according to the invention makes advantageously use of an invention, 
for example, described in the Genman patent print 29 07 004. Said patent relates to 
an identity card, where the person-related information are burnt into the internal 
paper sheet coated with plastic on both sides. 

By means of said laser inscription the data sheet of the passport manufactured in 
accordance with the invention is provided with a high degree of safety against 
forgery, as the inscribed or burnt in data are not only visually recognizably pnavided 
in the internal paper or plastic sheet of PVC, polyethylene, polycarbonate or any 
other material, but ttiey are also provided congruently in the plastic foil on top thereof. 

If the recording parameters are selected correspondingly, the data can be recorded 
by simultaneously forming a congruent surface relief in the outer plastic foil. It is, 
however, also possible to merely effect a discoloration in the transparent plastic foil 
with the result that the smooth surface is preserved, i ne 
thereby suited also for the recording of the machine-readably data lines. 

The use of a laser beam for recording data also allows the incorporation of optically 
"vafiabP "auth ntidty charaeteristics.-which-is.-for_instance. known from the German 
laid open patent applications 35 36 740 and 35 36 739. 
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Therefore, this document comprises elements which cannot be reproduced by means 
of copying. 

The method according to the invention pennits the manufacture of a passport not yet 
relating to the owner thereof, and to the final personalization of the passport shortly 
before, or preferably even after the binding. 

As the plastic lamination takes place prior to the inscription of the person-related 
data, it is no longer necessary to once more specifically reproduce the waste 
produced during the subsequent lamination, iri other words, to perform the entire 
personalization process including the procuring of the data etc. one more time. 

The neutral laminated data sheets are preferably manufactured from large sheets, 
i.e. in the form of a large sheet containing a plurality of individual data sheets, 
whereby the large sheets are cut into the individual data sheets after the lamination 
and the impression. 

In accordance with a particulariy preferable embodiment of the invention not only the 
data sheet covered with the transparent plastic foil, but also the additional sheets, 
which may not be covered with a plastic foil, are inscribed with the con-esponding, 
partially also person-related data by means of a laser beam_ A laser beam may also 
be used for blackening and thereby inscribing the additional paper or plastic sheets 
not provided with a transparent plastic foil. 

In this respect it may be required to change the parameters such as the pulse length, 
or to use a second laser source working, if required, in an operating mode different 
from the continuously working pulse operation. Paper or plastic sheets may be used 

as addit ional data sheets, which are made of a material capable of receiving laser 

inscription in response to the type of laser used, or whicn are provided with a 

corresponding surface coating. The surface coating can cover the entire surface or 
may be limited to the areas actually to be provided with the inscription. Coating 
materials to b mari^ed with laser beams, which may be appli d onto the earn r to be 

provrded-with-the'inscriptiQn,-for-example,-as-lacquer_or color coatin gs , are for 

instance known from EP-A 1 90 997. By appropriately adjusting the int nsity of the 



Received from < 6123329081 > at 10115102 1 1:30:00 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



t 

OCT-15-02 10:30AM FROM-Merchant fi Gould 2 6123329081 T-220 P. 017/024 F-509 

5 

laser beam, moreover, a punching of the paper sheets may be achieved. In 
accordance with the inventive method printing devices such as a matrix printer as 
well as punching apparatus, both of which were previously required for the 
personalization, are therefore no longer necessary. 

As was mentioned above, the data can be applied to the non-laminated sheets either 
by printing, which is typical, for example by means of a matrix printer, or by means of 
a laser beam. If a second printing device is used for imprinting the additional (non- 
laminated) data sheet or the additional data sheets, said printing device, just like the 
laser station, is preferably connected to the same data memory in vv'hich the person- 
related data are stored. This ensures an economically and organizationally easy 
provision of the data, and it is particulariy guaranteed that the data belonging 
together i.e, the data relating to only one passport owner, are inscribed at all times 
into the different data sheets belonging to a passport. Problems in respect of the 
al locati on a re thereby avoi ded . 

An alternative covered by the apparatus according to the invention comprises a 
document transportation device connecting the laser station, the binding station and, 
if required, additional intermediate stations, whereby the laminating station is, 
however, arranged separately. 

In another alternative covered by the apparatus according to the invention the laser 
station is arranged independently of the laminating station and also of the binding 
station. The already completely bound passport is, for the purpose of personalization, 
automatically opened by a suitable device, is transported in said form to the laser 
station, where it is personalized, and is eventually shut again automatically. Devices 
for opening books are known (e.g. EP-PS 123 188). Alternatively, the passports can 

ho Qtari^iar j in an Open state also after the binding so as to be withdrawn from the 

stack in an open state and transported to the laser station for ine inscnpiion. oy 
means of a relatively simple device the passports can thereafter be shut again. 

Embodiments of the invention will h reinafter be xplained by means of the drawing, 
wherein ~ — 
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Fig, 1 shows a perspective view of an opened passport, 

Fig. 2 shows a cross-sectional view of a laminated data sheet for th passport 
according to fig. 1. 

Fig, 3 shows a block diagram of a device for the manufacture of passports, 
Fig. 4 shows a block diagram of a device for the personalization of passports, 
Fig, 5 shows a simplified partial illustration of a passport transportation device, 
Fig. 6 shows a block diagram of a device for the personalization of passports, 
Fig. 7 shows a simplified illustration of a device for shutting opened passports, 
Fig. 8 shows a top view of a transportation belt system for transporting 
opened passports. 

Fig, 9 shows a schematic illustration of a device for transporting opened 
passports, and 

Fig. 10 shows an illustration of an opened passport with a laminated data sheet 
hanging down. 

Fig. 1 shows a passport 1 comprising a plastic or linen cover with a front cover sheet 
2a and a rear cover sheet 2b, a first data sheet 3 covered with a plastic foil on both 
sides, a second data sheet 4, a third data sheet 5 and an empty sheet 6. The sheets 
4, 5 and 6 as well as possibly additional non-illustrated empty sheets are preferably 
made of paper or another material having a surface quality that pennits registrations 
(renewals, visa etc.) at a later time. 

Sheet 4 contains information on the place of residence, body height, eye color and 
possibly additional information on the passport owner on the front side (covered in 
fig. 1 ). Infonnation on the children of the passport owner are provided on the rear 
side of the data sheet 4. A stamped in passport number is provided at the lower edge 
of the data sheet 4. 

Data sheet 3 illustrated as a cross-section in fig. 2 comprises two iranspareril plaslic- 
foils 3a and 3b, between which an intemal paper sheet 3d provided with a safety print 
and a water mark is enclosed. The edges of both plastic foils 3a and 3b are welded 
together at 3e. An imprint d pattern 3c is outlined on the upper side of data sheet 3. 
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The passport number and the designation for the Issuing state are printed onto the 
front side of data sheet 3, which is covered in fig. 1 . 

AS can be seen in fig. 1 the rear side of the laminated data sheet 3 comprises a 
smooth surface area 30 at the outer edge, which is reserved for the mach.ne- 
readable data lines. When providing said data field with an inscription, the laser 
beam intensity and. if required, additional parameters (scanning speed etc.) are 
controlled such that a discoloration is effected only in the interior of the data sheet 
1 e the paper or plastic foil, while the outer plastic surface remains undamaged and. 
therefore.smooth. Adjacenttheretoisanareaccj.prisingasurfacerellef31 wh.ch 

serves to increase the safety against forgery. A photograph of the passport owner 33 
likewise applied by means of a laser is provided in the left-hand top corner ( top 
relates to the area of the spine of the book-shaped passport). Below the name of the 
passport owner the date of birth of the passport owner is indicated at 35 and the 
place of birth of the passport owner is indicated at 36. A section 37 for the signature 
of the passport owner is provided underneath thereof, whereby the signature. I.ke 
any other owner-related data on the laminated data sheet 3. Is burnt into the internal 
paper sheet 3d by means of a laser beam (Gem^n patent print 29 07 004). The 
fomiat of the data sheet is selected such that it slightly exceeds the size of the 
passport for binding it into the passport by forming a marginal area 38 reappeanng at 
the end of the passport. By burning the data in they become visible on the .nternal 
paper sheet, and moreover, upon a corresponding selection of the recording 
parameters, the surface structure of the above provided plastic foil is changed by 
fomiing a relief, which is congruent with the burnt in sections in the internal paper 
sheet. 

When the personal data are recorded, the photograph of the passport owner and the 
.,,n.tnr. .re caotured. for example, by a video camera and are electronically 
processed in a forni suited for the reproduction by Uie Idsti . ■ 

Fig 3 shows a first embodiment of an apparatus for manufacturing the passport 
illustrated in fig. 1 . Pap r sheets not yet laminat d are withdrawn from a stack .n the 
— -^il^p^nh- -. c.nH.«r...unnKed to a laminating station S1 , where the opagu^^ 



paper sheets are laminated with a transparent plastic foil (e.g. PVC) on both sid s 
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and are supplied to an imprinting station S2. In said imprinting station, for xample, 
an emblem or a logo are imprinted into the plastic surface. Moreover, also section 31 
of the rear side of the data sheet 3 may be provided with a relief pattern. 

The so prepared data sheets are then intermediately stored and inspected for the 
good quality of the imprinted pattern and the lamination prior to the ongoing 
processing. 

The inspected data sheets, laminated and provided with an imprinted pattern, are 
then supplied to a personalization device S4. The personaiization device 54 
comprises a laser station S41 and a printing device in form of a matrix, thermo- 
transfer, ink jet printer S42. A data processing system comprising a data memory D 
is connected to the personalization device S4, which contains the person-related 
data for the different data sheets 3, 4 etc. Non-laminated data sheets 4 are supplied 
to the printer S42 from a store stack 4. The printer prints the data on the basis of the 
respective data sets stored in the data memory D. Simultaneously with the imprinting 
of the data sheets 4 also the laminated data sheet 3 belonging the same passport is 
provided with an inscription in the laser station S41 . If the data of a passport owner 
are stored in the data memory in form of a data set, each data set is supplied to the 
printer S42 and to the laser station S41. This ensures the allocation of the data 
sheets 3 and 4 belonging to a passport. 

A punching station S5 is connected to the printer S42. Said punching station S5 is 
also supplied with data sheets 5 for the punching of the same. Just like the data 
sheets 3 inscribed by the laser beam and the empty sheets 6, the punched data 
sheets 4 and 5 are supplied to a binding station S6, where sheets 3, 4, 5 and 6 are 
bound to form a book with a linen cover 2, 

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention the inscription oitne data into 
the data sheet 3 and, if required, also the imprinting of the data sheet 4 takes place 
after the binding of the passport Is completed, 

~Figr4"shows-a-stack-with-bGund-passports-1-not_yet-personalized.Jrh shut 

passports 1' are supplied to an opening device A by means of a transport device. A 



Received from<6123329081 >at 10115/0211:30:00 AM [Easte^^ 



I 

0CM5-02 10:31AM FROMarchant & Gould 2 6123329081 T-220 P. 021/024 F-5D9 

9 

laser/printer station S4' is connected to the opening device A, where the information 
is inscribed into the data sheets 3 and 4 by means of a laser beam. Station S4' may 
separately comprise a laser device and a matrix printer. Preferably, however, station 
S4' only comprises a laser device with which both the laminated data sheet 3 and the 
non-laminated data sheet 4 can be provided with the inscription. 

Station S4' is joined by a shutting device S. The completed passports 1 are stacked 
after they have been shut. 

Fig. 5 schematically illustrates a part of a system in which the not yel personalized 
passports are opened and withdrawn one by one in an open state. For opening the 
passports and for exposing the pages to be provided with the inscription, apparatus 
and methods may be applied, which are. for example, known from EP-PS 129 188. 

Fig. 6 shows an embodiment modified in comparison to the one according to fig. 4. 
The shut, not yet personalized passports 1' are supplied to an opening/page turning 
station SW. Connected to this station is a laser station S4' in which all pages to be 
imprinted are imprinted by means of a laser beam. If the inscription on a sheet is 
completed, the opened passport is supplied to station S4, and once the page has 
been tumed the next data sheet is Inscribed in the laser station. The completed 
personalized passport in then shut In a shutting station and is stacked. 

Fig. 7 shows a simple device for shutting a completed personalized passport. 

The passport is transported by a non-illustrated transport device to the center of a 
table formed by two pivotable flaps, so that the spine of the book-shaped passport is 
located approximately in the area of the slot formed between the flaps. By pivoting 

ihi=i hA/r^ fiflpft 5Qa and 50b downwardly into the positi on shown in dotted lines the 

passport drops in the direction of the an-ow and is thereby shut. The shut passport 
arrives between two transport belts 51a and 51 b and is supplied by the same to a 
non-illustrated stack. 

For^ansportifig'tl^^ „ 

which the opened passport is held, for instance, between a lower belt 53 and two 
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upper belts 51 and 52. The two belts adjacent on both sides of the opened passport 
prevent the sheets of the passport from moving. By this or another kind of holding the 
passports in the laser station it is achieved that the respective data sheet adopts a 
predefined position and distance to the laser device. 

In accordance with fig, 9 a passport 1' is transported on a base in an opened state, 
while the superior laminated data sheet 3 is driven by two rollers 61 and 62 having a 
vertical axis. The passport moves perpendicularly towards the plane of projection. By 
means of such a transport device the data sheet 3 Is transported and retained in a 
position suitable for the inscription. According to this emDodimenl, also th6 front and 
the rear sides may be provided with an inscription without turning the data sheet. 

According to fig. 10 the passport 1' may also be transported in a state, in which the 
laminated data sheet 3 is exposed at both sides and, for instance, hangs down, while 
the other sheets are opened far up. According to this form the front and the rear 
sides are likewise accessible for the inscription without requiring any mechanical 
intermediate steps. 
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Claims 

1 , Method for manufacturing an identification document in book form, e.g. a 
passport, comprising a plurality of sheets whereof at least one data sheet (3) 
contains person-related data, e.g. name, date of birth of the passport owner and 
the like, and is made of an opaque paper or plastic sheet covered at least on 
one Sid© with a transparent plastic foil, characterized in that 

- the data sheet is provided with the transparent plastic foil in a first step, and 

- in a following step, the data sheet (3) together with the other sheets Is bound 
to a unit to form a book and the person-related data are inscri&ed into the 
data sheet by means of a laser beam, wherein at least the opaque paper or 
plastic sheet is locally discolored so as to be visually recognizable. 

2, Method according to claim 1 , characterized in that the binding takes place prior 
to the inscription of the person-related data. 

3, Method according to claimi and 2. characterized in that apart from the data 
sheet covered with the transparent plastic foil, at least another sheet made of a 
material or coating capable of receiving laser inscription and not provided with a 
plastic foil is imprinted by a laser beam. 

4, Apparatus for perfonming the method according to claim 1 , characterized by 

. a laminating station (S1 ) in which the opaque paper or plastic sheet (3). if 
required imprinted with not person-related data, is provided with the 
transparent plastic foil (3a, 3b). and downstream of said station by: 

. a binding station in which the individual sheets of the document are bound to 
form a book, and 

^ a laser station (S4, S41 ) In which the pers on-related are inscribed at least 

into the data sheet provided with a transparent plastic fbiL 

5, Device according to daim 4, characterized in that a printer (342) for imprinting 
at least another data sheet (4) is provided and the laser station (S41) and the 

printer (S42)"are botrconnected to adatamemory^ 

r lat d data. 
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6. D vice according to claim 4. characterized in that the laser station is additionally 
capable of inscribing data Into additional data sheets (4) not covered with a 
plastic foil, wherein the data sheets are made of a material capable of receiving 
laser Inscription or have a surface coating capable of receiving laser inscription. 

7. Device according to claim 5 or 6, characterized in that a punching device (55) is 
provided for punching data into at least one of the sheets. 

8. Device according to on© of claims 4 to 7, characterized in that the laser station 
(S4, S41), the binding station (S6) and, if required, additlona! interniediate 
stations are connected to a document transporting device and are constnjcted 
or arranged independently of the laminating station. 

9. Device according to one of claims 4 to 8, characterized in that an imprinting 
station (S2) is an-anged downstream of the laminating station, in which at least 
one side of the plastic-coated data sheet (3) is provided with a surface relief 
{3c). 

1 0. Device according to one of claims 4 to 7, characterized in that the laser station 
(S4') Is arranged independently of the laminating station and also Independently 
of the binding station, and an opening device (A) for opening the bound 
document and for exposing the page to be inscribed is arranged upstream of 
the laser station (S4) and a shutting device (S) is ananged downstream. 

1 1 . Device according to claim 1 0, characterized in that the opening device and the 
shutting device are combined to form a unit (SW) constmcted as a page turning 
station. 
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